Okay, Swords 



Many yean ago Mr. Buchwald 
broke a ttory revealing the true 
role of the CIA. People laughed at 
the time— but they aren’t laughing 
anymore., . '■S c :r-. :■ 4 - 

By Art Buchwald 
The CIA has been getting so much 
publicity that one starts to wonder 
now secret our Secret Service really 
Is. Esquire magazine devoted an en- 
tire issue to the CIA, The New York. 

. Times ih«d a five-part series on It, 
and the CIA is defending an Eston- 
ian in a slander suit In Baltimore. 
In another case coming to court 
soon, a man who says he worked for 
the CIA Is being tried for smuggling 
arms destined for. Angola and Mo- 
zambique. You can’t pick up a news- 
paper Or magazine these days with- 


out reading about the organization. 

Many people are. bewildered over 
the amount of publicity the CIA is 
getting, but I can put their minds at 
ease. The reason the CIA is getting 
all the publicity is that it is not our 
major secret service organization. It 
is, in fact, a cover to detract from 
our real Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy, which is the Department of Agri- 
culture. _ i < •? 

> Yes, the Department of Agricul- 
ture is the real intelligence organiza- 
tion, operating without fanfare, rare- 
ly getting its name in the papers 
and maintaining a discreet silence 
worthy of the greatest intelligence 
operation in the free world. " 
ft can now be revealed that the 
CIA was set up for no other' reason 
than to keep people from prying into 


the affairs of the Agriculture De- i 
partment. •. . 1 

The $46-million CIA headquarters, 
with its 16,000 employees, the far- 
flung spy network, the gathering of .: i 
information from around the world 
are all a ruse that, up until now, has 


• Capitol Punishment 
| * ■> ; .. , » 

worked beyond the Department of 
Agriculture’s wildest dreams. 

The CIA has been blamed for the 
U-2 incident, the foul-up In the Do- j 
minican Republic and the setting up - 
of the Diem government in South 
Vietnam. What few people realize is 
that this is exactly the way the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture wants it, he- ; 



earn! 


cause the more things the CIA' gets 
■ blamed for, the less chance there Is 
* of discovering who was really behind 
these operations. 

' * Whene ver ^Someone' starts getting 
inquisitive about what the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture is up to, the 
CIA immediately leaks a story to the 
press of some momentous blunder 
the CIA committed and everyone, in- 
cluding the Russians, thinks we 
goofed again. 

The reason the Department of 
Agriculture waa chosen to be our 
intelligence arm is that no one really 
cares what the Agriculture people 
do. They have an inexhaustive sup- 
ply of funds that they are supposed 
to pay, out to the farmers for not 
growing crops. 


^ ,j* Using this as a pretext, the Depart- 
- ment can siphon off large amounts 
of money to, Its agents In the form’ 
df farm subsidies and no one is the 
vrisfer. 

j Besides this, the Department has 
crop-dusting aircraft, which are 
really used for spying operations, and 
all the storage facilities which are 
supposed to be holding surplus com- 
modities are, in fact, filled with the 
latest and most sophisticated spy 
equipment 

The only time the Department of 
Agriculture 1 was even remotely in 
the limelight was during the Billie 
Sol Estes swindle. But just when the 
heat was on, the CIA pulled off the 
Bay of Pigs caper, and everyone 
forgot about Estes. 


The CIA engriiy denied the 
charges that they were a froht for 
the Department of Agriculture when 
I called them. But the evidence is 
so overwhelming that their protesta- 
tions just added to, rather than de- 
tracted from, my theory. 

No organization that gets fa "the 
paper as much as the CIA could 
possibly be part of our Secret Serv- 
ice, and no organization that gets 
fa the papers as little es the Depert- 
ment of Agriculture could be any- 
thing but a worldwide intelligence 
network. ■ *>! 

Let this be a ICsson to those who 
believe the United States govern- 
ment does’not know what if is doing. 
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